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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1937. 


* 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  district  for  the 
year  ending  1937. 


1 must,  at  first,  refer  with  much  regret  to  the  death  of 
Dr.  W.  J.  Lewis  who,  for  thirty  years,  held  the  post  of  M.O.H. 
to  the  Pontardawe  Rural  District  Council.  He  took  over 
from  Dr.  Griffiths,  M.O.H.  to  the  Western  Division  and 
Di--  Thomas,  M.O.H.  to  the  Eastern  Division,  when  these  two 
districts  were  joined  into  one,  as  now.  Dr.  Lewis  was  famous 
tor  his  annual  reports,  which  were  unusual  and  very  interesting. 
He  did  much  to  further  the  aims  of  public  health  in  the  valley. 
He  retained  an  open  and  receptive  mind  to  modern  and 
scientific  developments  to  the  end  of  his  long  fife.  His  pro- 
fession was  his  hobby  as  well  as  his  livelihood.  In  his  last 
repoit  he  strikes  a very  sad  note  about  lack  of  time  to  follow  all 
modern  developments.  I cannot  help  quoting  it  “ Over 
fifG  years  of  work  with  little  play  has  branded  me  and  has 
made  me  feel  cribbed,  cabined  and  confined,  and  the  world  is  so 
tul!  ol  interesting  things,  a thousandth  part  of  which  I cannot 
catch.  This  is  the  tragedy  of  all  doctors,  and  they  feel  the 
need  ot  more  direct  consultations  and  other  helps' 


The  great  traditions  of  our  profession  were  safe  in  his 
hands  and  to  such  men  as  Dr.  Lewis,  the  whole  profession  owes 
a debt  of  gratitude  too  little  recognised,  but  none  the  less 
outstanding.  ’ 


area  of  whth^TOg"  ^ CiV“  P”8*168’  the  total 


Cilybebyll 
Llanguioke 
Mawr  . . . 
Khyndwy- 
clydach 
Ynisymond 


3,982 

12,553 

9,210 


Occupied,  j per  room. 


3,397 

20,193 

1,700 


3,451 

21,350 

1,721 


4,129 

24,111 

1,914 


0.83 

0.88 

0.90 


0.82 

0.83 
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2.  The  population,  as  enumerated  at  the  census,  April, 
1931,  was  36,569. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  in  1937  was  34,980. 


Population  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1937 

...  34,980 

1931 

...  36,569 

1936  ... 

...  34,850 

1930  ... 

...  37,730 

1935  ... 

...  34,980 

1929  ... 

...  37,730 

1934  ... 

...  35,160 

1928  ... 

...  36,960 

1933 
1932  ... 

....  35,520 
...  36,100 

1927  ... 

...  37,470 

Persons  per  Acre  : — 1.05. 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  130  over  1936  and  the  1937 
figures  correspond  with  those  of  the  1921  census. 

3.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1937  was  8,545, 
as  compared  with  1936,  8,377. 

4.  Rateable  Value  of  District  : — £126,025,  a sum  repre- 
sented by  a penny  rate,  £458. 


5.  Local  Age  and  Condition  Distribution. 


Average  Age. 

No.  of  Married 
Women  less  than 
45  yrs.  per  1,000 
Females  of  all  ages. 

No.  of  Females 
per  1,000  Males. 

Male. 

Female. 

30.3 

30.2 

262 

968 

6.  Welsh  Language  Spoken  per  1,000.  Population  aged  Three 

Years  and  Upwards. 


Welsh  Only. 

English  and  Welsh. 

1911 

1921 

1931 

1911 

1921 

1931 

Swansea  ... 

19 

5 252 

268 

268 

Glamorgan 

31 

22 

8 

350 

294 

297 

Neath 

12 

10 

4 

290 

211 

222 

Pontardawe 

168 

133 

62 

635 

672 

743 

Cardiff 

2 

3 

1 j 65 

47 

50 

7 


# 

Monglat  Welsh  is  most  frequent  in  Pontardawe,  Aberdare, 
Llwchwr  and  the  Rhondda.  These  areas  are  also  those  in 
which  bi-linguists  are  generally  most  common.  The  lowest 
proportion  is  returned  in  Cardiff. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Collieries,  Tinplate  and  Steel  Works. 

7.  The  Nickel  Works  were  working  above  their  usual 
capacity  with  resultant  decrease  in  unemployment.  Clydach 
is  by  far  the  most  fortunate  in  being  the  lowest  with  regards  to 
unemployment  figures.  This  has  resulted  in  a happier  and 
healthier  community.  No  one  can  be  familiar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  distressed  areas  without  being  aware  of  the 
physical,  mental  and  social  impairment  associated  with 
prolonged  unemployment. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  latest  unemployment  figures 
for  early  1938  have  been  published. 

Employment  Figures  taken  up  to  February  14th. 

Unemployment  was  increased  during  the  month.  The 
principal  reason  for  the  increase  is  the  depression  in  the  tin- 
plate trade  which  declined  so  rapidly  in  January. 

1937  1938 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Clydach 

...  444 

456 

730 

Pontardawe  ... 

...  566 

698 

886 

Ystalyfera 

...  1,332 

1,509 

1,662 

There  were  553  unemployed  in  the  tin-plate  trade  in 
March  last  year.  This  month  it  is  2,385,  as  compared  with 
2,487  a month  ago.  Half  of  the  works  in  Morriston  are  idle, 
while  in  Players’  Tin-plate  Works,  Clydach,  shorter  hours  are 
being  worked. 

In  Pontardawe,  the  Alloy  Sheet  Mills  and  Glanrhyd  Tin- 
plate Works  are  on  stop,  and  also  most  of  the  works  in  the 
Ystradgynlais,  Cwmtwrch  and  Ystalyfera  districts  are  idle. 
The  far  eastern  question  seems  to  be  the  greatest  cause  in  the 
decline.  In  all  the  other  industries  of  the  valley,  matters  are 
normal. 


8.  Although  containing  many  acres  the  population  is 
concentrated  in  five  villages.  Outside  these  villages  the 

population  mountainous  and  maintains  a sparse  agricultural 


9.  In  these  days  of  universal  suffrage,  the  duties  of 
citizenship  are  imposed  on  every-one  from  the  age  of  twenty-one 
upwards.  It  is  vital  for  the  welfare  of  the  country  that  these 
duties  should  be  understood  clearly  by  all.  Too  many  of 
us  glean  our  few  grains  of  political  knowledge  from  prejudice 


8 


r> 

or  inaccurate  sources,  and  hold  opinion  in  matters  of  state  for 
reasons  which  will  not  bear  critical  examination.  There  is  no 
real  reason  why  this  should  be  so,  seeing  that  citizenship  and 
all  it  involves  can  be  expounded  in  the  same  way  as  can  history 
or  chemistry  or  any  other  branch  of  knowledge.  I really  think 
that  a course  of  civics  should  be  given  at  all  senior  schools 
where  a broad  outline  may  be  given. 

10.  I had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  meeting  at  Cardiff 
where  Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  Minister  of  Health  inaugurated  the 
National  Campaign  to  encourage  the  wider  use  of  the  Health 
Services,  and  I cannot  do  better  than  quote  his  words  : — 

“ Over  a number  of  years,  and  particularly  in  the  last 
three  decades,  we,  that  is  the  government,  the  local  authorities, 
voluntary  organizations  and  workers,  and  the  medical  and 
allied  professions,  have  been  building  up  a return  of  health 
services  which  is  probably  not  equalled  by  any  other  country 
to-day.  Much  as  we  have  achieved  however,  we  should  not  be 
justified  on  resting  on  our  oars.  The  prospective  beneficiary 
too,  has  his  or  her  part  to  play.  Some  of  the  services  are 
undoubtedly  not  being  used  to  the  extent  which  we  should  all 
desire,  and  the  help  of  the  family  doctor  and  of  the  diagnostic 
and  treatment  facilities  at  his  disposal  is  often  invoked  too  late. 
For  this  reason  the  Prime  Minister  is  launching  a national  cam- 
paign to  appeal,  and  especially  to  parents  and  others  who  have 
charge  of  children  to  see  that  every  one  has  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity of  benefiting  by  the  numerous  health  facilities  at  his  call, 
and  is  in  this  way  helped  towards  a healthy  and  happjr  life. 
We  hope  that  we  shall  have  the  co-operation  of  all  men  and 
women  in  what  we  are  now  trying  to  do,  and  we  are  sure  that 
those  who  have  helped  to  build  up  these  facilities  by  their 
labours  will  welcome  this  opportunity  to  seek  further  demon- 
strative proofs  of  the  value  of  their  work. 

11.  National  Physical  Fitness  Campaign. 

Games  are,  in  my  opinion,  intended  for  enjoyment.  They 
were  not  devised  merely  for  record  breaking  and  strenuous 
competition.  Many  young  people  are  discouraged  now  a days 
from  taking  part  in  organized  games  because  of  the  fierce  and 
exhausting  conditions  under  which  they  are  played. 

What  I am  thinking  of  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  is  happening 
at  any  lawn  tennis  club,  where  the  less  efficient  are  labelled 
‘ rabbits,’  whom  the  others  avoid  like  the  plague.  Games  were 
intended  for  enjoyment  I maintain,  and  many  cannot  enjoy 
them  under  such  conditions.  Keep  fit : yes,  by  all  means, 
but  fit  for  what  ? Broken  limbs  and  athletes'  hearts  are  not 
evidence  of  fitness.” 


TABLE  “A.” 

Vital  Statistics  during  Calendar  Year,  1937-Classified  by  Ages,  Causes  and  Localities. 


TABLE  “A” — (continued). 
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TABLE  “B.”— INFANT  MORTALITY. 
Nett  Deaths  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year. 
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13.  Births. 


Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births  458  248  210 

Legitimate  448  244  204 

Illegitimate  10  4 0 


Birth  Rate  (legitimate  and  illegitimate)  per  1,000  estimated 
population  : — 13.3.  England  and  Wales  : — 14.9. 


14.  Still-births. 

Male.  Female. 


Legitimate  20  10 

Illegitimate  2 0 Total  32 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-births  : — 65.2. 
England  and  Wales  : — 60. 

15.  Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of 
Child-birth  : — 

Fron  Sepsis  1 

From  Other  Causes  2 Total  3.  Rate  per  1,000  : — 6.1. 


16.  Birth  Rate. 


Year. 

Population. 

No.  of  Live  Births. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1927 

37,470 

587 

15.7 

1928 

34,523 

648 

17 

1929 

37,730 

598 

15.S 

1930 

37,730 

595 

15.8 

1931 

37,020 

554.  15 

1932 

36,100 

552 

15.3 

1933  . 

35,520 ' 

487 

13.7 

1934 

35,160 

534 

14.5 

1935 

34,980 

486 

11.8 

1930 

34,850 

443 

12.3 

1937 

34,980 

41 1 

12.2 

13 


There  is  a slight  increase  over  last  year,  but  the  birth  rate  is 
still  low.  This  is  general  throughout  the  world  and  due  to  the 
decreased  fertility  of  married  women.  This  accounts  for  70% 
of  the  reduction,  which  is  brought  about  by  the  postponement 
of  the  marriage  age  (30%  reduction).  Greater  ease  of  divorce, 
deliberate  avoidance  of  child-bearing  through  increased  use  of 
contraceptives.  There  has  also  been  a decrease  in  illegitimate 
births,  which  accounts  for  10%.  A decrease  in  the  proportion 
of  married  women  in  the  female  population  of  conceptive  age 
which  accounts  for  20%.  Lengthened  time  occupied  in 
education  and  training  leads  to  a higher  marriage  age  and  a 
consequent  decrease  in  fertility.  Delay  of  marriage  results 
in  the  diminution  of  the  population.  Parents  of  nearly  half 
of  the  children  born  are  over  twenty-five.  If  no  females 
married  before  thirty,  births  would  be  reduced  to  two-thirds, 
and  if  not  before  thirty-five,  to  a third. 

17.  Fatal  Accidents. 


M. 

F. 

Cly- 

dach. 

Pont- 

ardawe. 

Ystaly- 

fera. 

G.C.G. 

Totaf. 

A. — Works. 

1 . Collieries 

2.  Others 

11 

1 

3 

... 

1 

4 

3 

1 

11  \l2 
1/1Z 

B. — Road. 

1.  Motor-cars 

2.  Motor  Cycles 

3.  Pedestrians 

1 

2 

1 

5 

}* 

2 

2 

'} 

i}9 

C. — Other. 

1.  Carbon  M.  ... 

2.  Scalds 

3.  Various 

1 

2 

2 

i 

1 

| 

I 

. ..  1 

2 

...  | 1 

i 

1 

1 

21 
2 U 

2j 

Total  ... 

21 

6 1 8 3 | 9 | 7 

27 

Type. 

No. 

Age. 

Male. 

Fe- 

male. 

Cly- 

dach. 

Pon- 

tar- 

dawe. 

Ystal- 

yfera. 

G.C.G- 

(a)  Drowning  ... 

1 43 

...  | i 

1 

. . . 

(6)  Hanging 

2 

43  43 

l 

1 

. . . 

... 

2 

(c)  Poisoning  ... 

2 

57  24 

1 

1 

2 

(d)  Self-inflicting 
Wounds 

67 

1 

• • • 

1 

(e)  Humane 
Killer  ...j 

1 

36 

1 

1 

Total 

7 

4 

3 

2 1 

3 

2 
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(V 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

19.  Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health J.  Gwynne  Morgan,  M.B.B.S., 


D.P.H.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Consulting  Obstetric  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Physician  F.R.C.S. 

Sanitary  Inspector  A.  E.  Edmunds,  Cert.  Inspector, 

Royal  San.  Inst. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Medical  Officer  W.  Owen  Evans,  L.R.C.P. 

Matron  Miss  E.  Thomas. 

Health  Visitor  Nurse  Morgan. 


Part-time  Health  Visitors  Queen’s  District  Nurses. 

20.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Cardiff  for  all  Pathological  Examina- 
tions. Also  Milk,  Water  and  Food  Analyses. 

21.  Hospitals. 

A.  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
or  by  the  County  Council  : — 

1.  Fever.  Isolation  Hospital,  Gellynudd  ; 30  beds  for 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  This  Hospital  will 
be  closed  as  a Fever  Hospital  as  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Neath  Rural  District  for  a 
combined  infectious  disease  hospital. 

2.  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Gwrhyd.  12  Beds  available  for 

use.  This  hospital  requires  attention  and  is  very 
inaccessible. 

3.  Tuberculosis  Cases  are  sent  to  the  hospitals  of  the 

King  Edward  VHth  Memorial  Association. 

4.  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Arrangements  are  made  by  the 

County  to  deal  with  orthopaedic  cases,  both  from 
the  schools  and  from  the  clinics. 

5.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Hospital  cases  are  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Cardiff,  and  there  is  a clinic 
at  Pontardawe  for  the  after-care.  The  existing 
arrangement  is  that  the  cost  of  hospital  treatment 
and  appliances  is  borne  by  the  local  authority  and 
the  clinic  and  after-care  treatment  is  borne  bv  the 
County  at  a nominal  rate. 


6. 


Maternity  Hospital.  Maternity  cases  can  be  admitted 
to  Penrhiwtyn  Infirmary  where  there  is  a labour 
ward  and  also  an  Ante  Natal  Clinic.  This  has 
proved  most  useful  to  the  district.  There  is  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  Clydach  in  getting  suitable 
means  of  conveyance  to  the  hospital,  and  some 
arrangements  should  be  made  to  provide  an 
Ambulance  where  necessary. 


7.  Mental  Hospitals.  Mental  cases  are  taken  to  Bridgend. 


B.  Voluntary  Hospitals  independent  of  the  Authorities. 

Surgical  cases  and  non-infectious  cases  are  sent  to  : 

1.  Swansea  Hospital  (5,618  patients,  331  beds). 

2.  Clydach  Hospital.  (Beds  : 10  male,  10  female,  10 

children).  X-ray,  Massage  and  Eye  Departments. 
This  hospital  has  done  much  useful  work  and  it 
is  a boon  to  the  people  of  Clydach. 


22.  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

Numerous  inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  were 
made  during  the  year,  and  all  complaints  received  attention. 
The  number  registered  under  the  Act  of  1901  is  as  follows  : — 


Dressmaking 

Tailoring  

Millinery  

Stone-dressing 
Bootmaking 
Saddlery  

Wheelwright  and  Shoeing 
Motor  Engineering  and 

Cycle  Repairing  9 

Gas  Makers  1 

Steel  Works  I 


15 

10 

0 

2 

8 

1 
6 


All  fairly  satisfactory. 


Nickel  Works 
Sheet  Mills 
Brickmaking 
Saw  Mills  ...  " 
Watchmakers 
Joinery 

Wagon  Repairing 

Bakehouses 

Hot  Water  System 

Fire  Clav  Works 

Tinplate  Works  


1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

10 

1 

8 

1 

1 

8 


23.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  nximber  of  women  who  die  in  child-birth  is  relatively 
small  in  this  country,  and  it  can  be  said  that  motherhood  here 
has  reached  a comparatively  high  level  of  safety.  The  dis- 
turbing factor,  however,  is  that  the  mortality  rate  is  much 
higher  than  it  should  be,  and  that  all  efforts  have  so  far  failed  to 
reduce  it,  although  many  of  the  deaths  are  preventable. 

Puerperal  mortality  accounts  for  about  10%  of  the  total 
mortality  among  women  of  childbearing  age,  but  although  this 
WOVorUon  is  sufficiently  serious,  yet  it  is  small  in  comparison 
with  the  number  of  deaths  from  other  causes,  some  of  which  are 
preventable. 
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We  must  remember  that  a mortality  rate  of  five  per 
“ thousand  live  births  ” means  that  in  995  cases  out  of  every 
1,000  the  woman  survives  pregnancy  and  confinement.  Alarmist 
campaigns  often  distort  the  true  proportions  and  produce  fear 
of  motherhood. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  Report  for  England  and  Wales 
found  that  the  value  of  the  work  done  at  the  clinics  varied 
considerably.  The  usefulness  of  many  clinics  is  limited  from  a 
preventive  viewpoint  by  inadequate  provision  of  ante-natal 
beds  in  association  with  them. 

It  also  appeared  that  too  many  cases  are  seen  at  one 
session,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  work  suffers  in  consequence. 

Home  visiting  of  expectant  mothers  is  not  adequate  or 
systematic.  The  diet  of  the  mother  and  her  general  condition 
is  not  given  sufficient  attention,  and  there  is  seldom  effective 
linkage  between  the  local  mid  wives,  the  general  practitioner 
and  the  ante-natal  clinics.  The  general  practitioner  should 
receive  reports  from  the  clinics  in  all  cases,  though  this  is  not  a 
general  rule. 

Few  authorities  provide  any  iron  preparations  to  expectant 
mothers  and  there  is  evidence  that  a large  number  of  them 
suffer  from  anaemia  and  it  is  desirable  that  iron,  and  possibly 
calcium,  should  be  more  freely  prescribed  at  centres. 

Turning  now  to  the  work  of  the  midwives,  the  report  found 
that  owing  to  the  absence  of  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  greater 
part  of  Wales,  the  care  of  the  pregnant  woman  falls  chiefly  on 
them.  This  responsibility  should  be  shared  by  a practitioner 
in  the  clinic. 

Some  of  the  midwives  do  not  insist  on  being  booked  in 
advance  by  their  patients.  Many  know  nothing  of  ante-natal 
care  as  it  is  understood  to-day,  and  practically  none  wear  masks 
when  attending  a confinement. 

Sterile  maternity  outfits  are  seldom  provided  by  the 
authorities.  In  many  cases  bad  debts  were  common  and 
therefore  the  midwife  had  difficulty  in  providing  herself  with 
satisfactory  employment. 

Transport  facilities  are  unsatisfactory,  for  in  several 
districts  there  is  no  adequate  method  of  removing  a patient  to 
hospital,  and  delay  may  be  dangerous. 

The  risk  of  death  according  to  age,  is  lowest  for  ages  under 
twenty-five  years,  and  the  next  lowest,  for  ages  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty.  The  risk  between  the  ages  thirty  and 
thirty-five  is  about  10%  above  the  average  for  all  ages,  and 
thereafter  a decided  increase  is  shown.  The  risk  after  the  age 
of  thirty-five  can  be  placed  as  nearly  three  times  that  for  ages 
under  twenty-five. 


/ 


Women  in  rural  Wales  marry  at  later  ages  than  those  in  the 
industrial  districts,  and  hence  a larger  proportion  of  the  births  in 
rural  Wales  occur  in  the  later  years  of  child-bearing  age,  with 
consequent  higher  risks.  The  general  conclusion  is  that  the 
risk  of  death  is  greatest  for  first  pregnancy,  and  least  for 
second  and  fourth.  Mal-presentations  increase  the  risk  to 
mother  and  child.  The  incidence  of  mortality  due  to  criminal 
abortion  appears  to  be  particularly  high  in  Glamorgan.  It 
makes  a more  important  contribution  to  maternity  mortality 
figures  in  industrial  than  in  rural  Wales. 


Women  are  not  prepared  to  stand  the  pains  of  childbirth 
to  the  same  extent  as  formerly.  Anaesthesia  is  expected  by 
the  patient,  at  an  early  stage  of  labour  and  is  therefore  fre- 
quently given  without  the  purely  obstetrical  indication  being 
manifest.  Manipulative  interference  is  then  more  likely  to  be 
required  at  a later  stage,  and  the  result  of  premature  application 
of  the  forceps  often  transforms  an  easy  delivery  into  a difficult 
one. 


A consultant  service  in  our  area  is  supplied  by  an  arrange- 
ment with  Dr.  Lloyd  Davies,  whereby  practitioners  may  obtain 
his  help  in  cases  of  difficult  labour,  and  also  of  puerperal  fever. 

Summary. 

1.  There  is  a high  puerperal  death  rate  throughout  Wales. 
During  1924-1937  the  puerperal  rate  of  mortality  was  35%  in 
excess  of  the  rate  for  England. 

2.  The  deaths  from  abortion  is  high  and  is  increasing. 

3.  There  is  a high  incidence  of  sickness  and  ill-health 
among  the  women  of  child-bearing  age  and  a high  death  rate 
apart  from  puerperal  cases.  Anaemia  and  debility  is  very 
common  in  Wales. 

Ante-natal  care  would  considerably  reduce  the  present 
high  death  rate.  Much  of  the  loss  of  life  from  child-birth  is 
avoidable  and  could  be  prevented  if  proper  measures  were 
taken.  All  parties  concerned,  the  mother,  the  doctor,  the 
nurses,  the  local  authorities  and  the  state  as  represented  by 
public  opinion  have  their  respective  functions. 

Recommendation. 

The  Council  should  organize  and  provide  an  efficient 
maternity  service  which  should  be  available  to  every  mother. 
The  service  should  be  well  advertised  throughout  the  district 
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ftnd  women  should  be  encouraged  to  take  early  advantage  of 
the  scheme.  There  must  be  : — 

(a)  Enough  midwives. 

( b ) Skilled  medical  attention. 

(c)  Provision  of  hospital  beds  when  necessary. 

( d ) Ante-natal  clinics  of  two  types  : — 

1.  A clinic  for  routine  examination. 

2.  A consultant  clinic  to  which  cases  may  be  referred 

from  the  routine  clinic  or  from  the  general  prac- 
titioner. Mid  wives  must  attend  with  their  patients. 
Consulting  clinics  must  be  held  at  a hospital  where 
X-rays  are  possible. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


Year. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1927 

4 

6.8 

1928 

4 

6.1 

1929 

4 

6.7 

1930 

4 

6.7 

1931 

3 

5.4 

1932 

4 

6.7 

1933 

3 

5.8 

1934 

6 

10.9 

1935 

4 

7.0 

1936 

2 

7.0 

1937 

3 

6.5 

24.  Nutrition  in  Pregnancy. 

Too  much  attention  has  hitherto  been  devoted  to  secondary 
pathological  and  infectious  processes  and  too  little  to  the 
probable  primary  factors  in  obstetrical  disasters,  the  nutritional 
requirements. 

Maternal  mortality,  the  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  even  the 
complications  of  child-birth  are  often  due  to  dietetic  defects. 
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The  liver  stores  up  calcium  iron  and  other  substances  for 
the  needs  of  the  foetus.  If  these  reserves  become  inadequate 
the  result  is  shown  by  the  onset  of  anaemia,  toxaemia,  eclampsia 
(fits)  or  vomiting  in  pregnancy.  If  the  supply  of  vitamins  and 
mineral  salts  is  deficient,  abortion  and  still-births  may  take 
place.  Backache,  sleeplessness  and  other  symptoms  during 
pregnancy  can  be  treated,  not  by  seditive  drugs,  but  by  the 
administration  of  mineral  salts  such  as  iron  and  calcium, 
careful  advice  as  to  diet,  and  control  of  open-air  exercise. 

Thus  the  future  of  maternal  mortality  prevention  will  be 
more  of  a treatment  in  the  kitchen  than  the  hospital  ward. 

With  reference  to  calcium,  iron  and  iodine.  To  supply 
calcium  the  important  articles  are  green  vegetables,  nuts, 
salads,  milk,  cheese,  butter  and  yolk  of  egg.  Iron  will  be 
provided  by  eggs  and  green  vegetables,  particularly  spinach. 
In  definite  anaemia  iron  will  have  to  be  given  medicinally. 

One  very  promising  discovery  last  year  which  we  hope  will 
reduce  considerably  maternal  mortality  from  sepsis  is  the  drug 
called  sulphonamide.  This  drug  was  tried  at  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Hospital,  London,  and  there  the  fatality  rate  fell  from  24.4% 
in  1935  to  3.5%  after  routine  treatment  with  this  drug. 

25.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Hours  of 

Days.  Attendance. 

Wednesdays  3.0  p.m. 

Wednesdays  3.0  p.m. 

Tues.  and  Weds.  3.0  p.m. 

Tues.  and  Weds.  3.0  p.m. 

Thursdays  4.0  p.m. 

Thursdays  4.0  p.m. 

Clinics. 

Infant  Welfare. 

1.  Clydach  ; every  other  Wednesday  at  3 p.m.  at  the 
Church  Hall,  Down  Street. 

The  work  is  arranged  in  a rota  each  Clydach  doctor  taking 
six  months.  Dr.  Varley  is  at  present  in  attendance. 

Ihe  hall  is  well  suited  for  the  work.  Separate  rooms  for 
weighing  and  medical  inspection,  also  room  for  the  preparation 
of  tea.  The  local  committee  have  made  arrangements  for  free 
milk  or  virol. 

2.  Pontardawe,  every  Wednesday. 


Pontardawe — Weekly  

Clydach — Fortnightly  

Ystalyfera — Weekly 
G.-C.-G.— Weekly 
Godregraig — Fortnightly 
C wmllynfell — Fortnightly 
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Clinic  at  G.  C.  G. 

In  the  Welfare  Centre  Hall  the  back  rooms  are  used. 

Waiting  Room — Dance  Hall. 

This  is  a large  room  and  very  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
Kitchen.  Coal-stove  for  heating  purpose  ; this  is  quite 
adequate. 

Steps  to  Weighing  and  Doctor’s  Room.  Very  dark  and  no 
artificial  lighting  ; dangerous  for  mothers  and  children. 

Weighing  Room.  This  is  a cloak  room  used  for  the  purpose 
of  weighing  ; small,  badly  ventilated  ; heating  not  sufficient. 

Doctor’s  Room.  Small,  illumination  bad,  artificial  must 
be  used  all  the  time.  Heating  : Electric  Fire.  Ventilation  : 
bad.  A very  unsuitable  room  for  the  purpose. 

Clinic’s  doctors,  Drs.  Phillips,  Thomas  and  Allman. 
Six  months  rota. 

Dried  Milk,  Free  Milk  and  Virol  supplied. 

26.  Toddlers’  Clinic,  age  1 to  5. 

Pontardawe — 1st  Thursday  in  month. 

Godre’rgraig — 1st  Monday  in  month. 

At  other  clinics  they  attend  at  the  ordinary 
times  and  days. 


27.  Ante-natal — nil. 


28.  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Total  attendance  at  all  centres  during  the  year,  9,441. 


1 . Children  under  1 year 

Children  between  1 and  5 years 


4,302 
..  5,139 


2 Total  number  of  children  who  first  attended 
at  the  centres  during  the  year  and  who  at 
the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 

(а)  Under  1 year  307 

(б)  Between  1 and  5 478 

Percentage  of  live  births  represented  by  1.  above  : 71%. 
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29. 


Obstetric  Cases  sent  to  Penrhiwtyn. 


For  Medical  reasons  

For  Unsuitable  Horae  Conditions 


30.  Cost  of  Cases  £8/2/0 

Home  helps  supplied  in  24  cases. 

31.  Dr.  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  called  in  once  at  a cost  of 
£8  15s.  6d. 


Health  Visiting. 

Number  of  officers  employed  for  health  visiting  at  the  end 


of  the  year : — 

1.  By  the  Council  1 

2.  By  Voluntary  Associations  4 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  all  health 
visitors  : — 

1.  To  expectant  mothers — 1st  Visits  40 

Total  Visits  196 

2.  To  children  under  1 year — 1st  Visits  336 

Total  Visits  3,013 

3.  To  children  between  1 and  5 — Total  Visits  2,293 

Grand  Total  6,202 


33.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Infectious  Cases. — Isolation  Hospital  Ambulance. 

Non -infectious  Cases.— Nil  with  Local  Authority. 

34.  County  Centres  for  Consultation  and  Treatment. 

Number  of  cases  sent  to  : — 

DenLd  16  Ophthalmic  3 

Ear,  Nose  & Throat  5 Orthopaedic  10 

Light  Treatment 1 

^T  tuberculosis  Dispensary — every  Wednesday  at 

Herbert  Street,  Pontardawe. 

36.  Children’s  Act  (1908). 

37.  Water. 

Thirty-five  Wells,  also  Cray  Water  Supply. 

Analytical  reports  from  the  C.  C.  Laboratory  were  satis- 
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The  water  from  the  Rhydygwyn  Water  Supply  was  foi’Ad 
to  have  a Plumbo  Solvent  action,  but  samples  taken  after  the 
first  supply  in  the  morning  contained  no  lead.  People  in  the 
area  supplied  advised  to  discard  first  supply  of  morning. 

38.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

(i)  The  factories  which  came  into  existence  in  this  country 
with  the  industrial  expansion  of  the  nineteenth  century 
required  water  for  power,  steam  raising  and  other  purposes 
and  were  in  consequence  built  near  rivers  which  were  made 
the  receptacles  for  industrial  waste,  both  liquid  and  solid. 
Slag  and  ashes  were  tipped  into  streams  obstructing  the  flow 
and  producing  flooding  through  the  possible  increased  rapidity 
in  the  neighbouring  areas,  river  pollutions  when  first  made 
from  human  sources  was  at  first  small  in  amount  since  excreta 
and  wash  water  were  occasionally  disposed  of  on  the  ground 
and  only  occasionally  found  their  ways  into  rivers  at  the  time 
of  rain.  The  foul  material  about  houses,  however,  owing  to 
the  effluvia  which  it  emitted,  was  regarded  as  liable  to  ingendar 
disease,  and  when  more  abundant  water  supplies  began  to  be 
introduced,  the  water  carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal 
followed  in  their  wake  with  the  result  that  a pollution  of 
excreta!  origin  was  added  to  rivers  already  overcharged  with 
industrial  waste. 

The  main  rivers  in  the  area  are  the  Tawe  and  Twrch.  Both 
are  very  easily  polluted.  No  action  at  present  has  been  taken. 

Swimming  Baths. 

(ii)  There  are  two  swimming  baths  in  this  district.  One 
of  these  is  at  Clydach,  the  water  being  obtained  from  the 
River  at  ClvdacLi,  filtered  and  chlorinated.  The  baths  are 
emptied  periodically  and  scrubbed  out.  The  other  swimming 
bath  is  situate  at  Ystalyfera.  The  bath  is  open  from  May  to 
September  and  it  is  emptied  and  scrubbed  out  periodically. 
The  water  is  obtained  from  the  Council  Mains  and  then  filtered 
and  chlorinated. 


39.  Closet  Accommodation. 

See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  Paragraph  No.  51. 

40.  A great  step  forward  has  been  made  in  slum  clearance 
at  Cwmllynfell  where  twenty  houses  have  been  built.  On 
demolishing  old  properties  on  the  site,  including  the  Hen 
Boblen,”  a public  house  built  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  five 
coins  of  the  reign  of  George  III  and  George  IV  were  found  in  the 
foundations.  The  Architect  utilised  the  coins  for  a design  of  a 
badge  of  office. 
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Action  Taken  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1936  in  the  Pontardawe 
District. 

The  tenants  of  the  following  houses  were  rehoused  at 
Clydach  : — 

CaefagwT,  Craigcefnparc. 

Caefagwr,  Craigcefnparc. 

Glanrhyd,  Heolyrhyd,  Craigcefnparc. 

Lone  Cottages,  Clydach. 

Lone  Cottages,  Clydach. 

Upper  Forge,  Clydach. 

114,  Vardre  Road,  Clydach. 

8(a),  Hebron  Road,  Clydach. 

The  Lone,  Clydach. 

Tanygraig,  Clydach. 

26(a),  Hebron  Road,  Clydach. 

28(a),  Hebron  Road,  Clydach. 

128(a),  Lone  Road,  Clydach. 

126(a),  Lone  Road,  Clydach. 

6.  Lone  Road,  Clydach. 

2,  Cannister  Road,  Clydach. 

2,  Cannister  Road,  Clydach. 

Goitre,  Craigcefnparc. 

8,  Quarr  Road,  Clydach. 


41.  HOUSING. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  Inspection  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing 
Acts)  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 
purpose  50 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
P°se  50 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  8 

W Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 
reierred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  8 
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42.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  lit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  25 

43.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  1 1 and  M3  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  26 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Acts,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  19 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  8*  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1935  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  the  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  2 

44.  Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding  : 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  181 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  235 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1.489 

( b ) Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil. 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding   Nil 

Number  of  families  living  in  overcrowded  houses 

at  end  of  1937  181 

Number  of  persons  living  in  overcrowded  houses  at 

the  end  of  1937  and  rehoused  Nil 

Percentage  of  persons  living  in  overcrowded  houses 

to  total  population  at  the  end  of  1937  4.2 

Number  of  overcrowded  families  in  Council  Houses  49 
Number  of  overcrowded  families  in  other  houses  132 


Water  Supply. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  1684,  stress  the 
serious  responsibility  which  rests  upon  local  authorities  in 
relation  to  the  purity  of  the  Public  Water  Supply.  A constant 
watch  on  the  quality  of  the  water  by  frequent  analyses  should 
be  kept.  How  often  the  analysis  should  be  made  depends  on 
local  conditions,  e.g.  the  character  of  the  source  and  of  its 
gathering  ground  and  their  position  in  relation  to  each  other. 
The  utmost  vigilance  is  also  required  to  ensure  that  the  risks 
of  contamination  during  the  work  of  normal  maintainance 
and  improvement  of  waterworks,  such  as  extensions  of  the  works 
and  the  reconditioning  of  the  wells  are  minimised. 


45.  T.B.  Notification. 


NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Age  Group.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

! F. 

0—  1 

1 

i 

1—  5 

... 

5 — 15  ... 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

i 

! 

15—25 

8 

7 

2 

2 

... 

(5 

i 

25—35  

3 

4 

2 

i 

1 

7 

i 

35 — 45 

4 

1 

1 

... 

2 

2 

i 

i 

45 — 55  ...  ...  2 

2 

2 

1 2 

i 

55 — (15  ... 

2 

... 

2 1 

1 

. . . 

65  and  over 

3 

1 

... 

... 

2 

.... 

. . . 

Total 

23 

14 

10 

4 

10 

IS 

5 

2 

¥ 

46.  Tuberculosis. 

Extracts  from  King  Edward  VII  Memorial  Association 
Memorandum  : — 

Tuberculosis  Mortality  in  Wales  is  higher  than 
that  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  the  incidence  is 
particularly  and  peculiarly  heavy  in  certain  parts  of  Wales. 
The  Association  has  made  exhaustive  efforts  to  determine  and 
locate  the  causes  for  this  extraordinary  mortality. 

The  report  of  the  investigator  (Mr.  Herbert  D.  Chalk)  has 
the  following  conclusions  and  recommendations  : — 

1.  Effective  and  regular  disinfection. 

2.  Prompt  notification  of  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

3.  Educative  prophylactic  measures  at  schools,  clinics, 

institutes,  etc. 

4.  Proper  housing  accommodation. 

5.  The  prevention  of  overcrowding. 

6.  Provision  of  adequate  water  supplies. 

7.  Improvement  in  sanitation. 

8.  The  promotion  of  a pure  milk  supply  and  a large 

consumption  of  milk. 

In  relation  to  After-Care,  the  Association  reiterates  the 
point  as  ably  put  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
in  his  report  for  1935  : — If  the  after-care  organisations  fail  in 
their  trust  it  becomes  poor  economy  and  disastrous  in  point  of 
efficiency  to  spend  large  sums  of  money  in  improving  the 
health  of  the  tubercular  patients  in  residential  institutions, 
only  to  find  that  the  patient’s  health  is  likely  again  to  break 
down  by  a return  to  unsatisfactory  conditions. 


NOTIFICATION. 


Clydach. 

Pontardawe. 

Ystalyfora. 

G.C.G. 

Resp. 

2 

15 

14 

n51 

Non-Resp. 

i 

3 

8 

2 J 

47.  SILICOSIS. 

Historical. — Reference  from  time  of  Hippocrates.  Plinev 
the  elder  (A.  I).  77)  mentions  the  first  protective  measures  : — 
“ Minium  (red  oxide  of  lead)  refiners  in  the  factory  envelop 
their  faces  with  loose  bladders  which  enable  them  to  see  without 
inhaling  the  fatal  dust.' 
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Statistical  study  of  morbidity  and  mortality  rates  in  various 
trade  processes  and  the  systematic  x-ray  investigation  of 
workers  may  be  said  to  date  only  from  1900,  the  beginning 
of  the  era  of  intense  industrial  activity.  A dust  to  be  harmful 
must  be  capable  of  producing  a reaction  in  the  lungs,  must  be 
in  a sufficiently  pure  state  and  must  be  inhaled  in  a sufficient 
quantity  over  a period  of  time.  The  most  harmful  dusts  known 
at  present  are  free  silica  dust  and  asbestos  dust.  Free  silica 
occurs  in  the  crystalline  state  as  quartz,  flint,  etc.  Asbestos  is 
a magnesium  silicate.  Weak  acids,  such  as  acetic  acid  dissolves 
out  the  magnesium  and  leaves  the  pure  silica.  Possibly  the 
action  of  the  lung  juices  is  similar. 


In  the  northern  coalfields  much  of  the  floor  of  the  mines 
consists  of  mud,  stone  and  slate  which  contains  abundance  of 
stone  dust  but  little  free  silica.  The  incidence  of  silicosis  is 
extremely  small  and  falls  solely  on  those  engaged  in  drilling  and 
handling  sandstone.  In  South  Wales  anthracite  mines, 
quartzite  rock  containing  60-70%  of  silica  is  daily  encountered, 
and  silicosis  is  commoner  as  the  following  figures  taken  from 
Middleton’s  lectures  show  : — 


District. 

No.  of 
Workmen. 

No.  of 

Certificates  Issued. 

i 

Suspension. 

Deaths. 

Total 

Disablement. 

England,  Scotland 

& North  Wales 

624,608 

22 

67 

35 

South  Wales 

130,552 

147 

511 

198 

48.  Deaths  from  Fibrosis  of  the  Lungs. 


Type. 

Age 

Group. 

No. 

Pontar- 

Clydach.  dawe. 

Ystaly- 

fera. 

G.C.G. 

(a)  Anthracosis  ... 

60  yrs. 

1 

... 

1 

(6)  Silicosis 

47—64 

8 

• • 

/ 

1 

(c)  Silicosis  and 
T.B. 

62 

1 

| 

1 

Total 

... 

10 

7 

3 

49.  CANCER. 


The  prevention  and  cure  of  cancer  is  one  of  the  most 
pressing  problems  of  our  time.  The  contributions  made  to  our 
knowledge  of  cancer  within  the  past  twenty  years  have  out- 
stripped those  made  in  the  case  of  most  other  chronic  diseases 
and,  as  a direct  consequence,  an  improvement  in  prevention, 
diagnosis  and  treatment  has  steadily  advanced,  although  not  so 
rapidly  as  known  facts  should  have  led  us  to  expect.  During 
this  period  interest  in  cancer  research  has  increased,  new 
institutes  and  special  research  departments  have  been  created. 
In  1915,  two  Japanese  investigators  were  able  to  show  that 
cancer  could  be  started  by  painting  the  skin  of  mice  with  tar. 


It  is  becoming  increasingly  recognised  that  cancer  is  not  a 
single  disease  due  to  a single  cause,  but  rather  a group  of  diseased 
conditions  having  certain  features  in  common.  The  main 
factor  is  that  in  cancer  there  is  at  first  a purely  local  multiplica- 
tion of  some  particular  variety  of  cell  or  group  of  cells.  These 
beginning  to  multiply  for  some  cause  or  other  lose  their  capacity 
for  any  other  useful  function  in  the  body  proliferating  in  a 
regular  and  purposeless  fashion. 


The  prevention  of  cancer  in  our  Present  state  of  knowledge 
is  bound  up  with  the  abolition  or  the  adequate  treatment  of  all 
the  conditions  known  to  precede  the  onset  of  cancer. 


Medical  practitioners  are  responsible  for  recognising  or 
suspecting  the  presence  of  the  disease  or  the  conditions  which 
are  its  precursors.  In  cases  where  cancer  is  suspected  it  becomes 
their  duty  to  see  that  suitable  investigations  are  carried  out  by 
the  person  qualified  to  do  so  and  where  a diagnosis  of  cancer  is 
established  there  must  be  no  delay  in  treatment. 


Although  they  are  not  the  real  and  fundamental  causes  of 
the  subsequent  cancer,  chronic  lesions  predispose  to  cancer  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  indicate  that  their  elimination  would  do 
much  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  cancer.  It  is  likely  also  that 
with  increasing  researches,  the  list  of  agents  will  be  extended. 
The  elimination  of  a jagged  tooth  or  an  ill-fitting  denture 
becomes  now  a matter  of  common  sense  ; the  same  may  be  said 
of  gall  stones  which  may  predispose  to  cancer  of  the  gall  bladder. 
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The  only  methods  at  present  known  for  the  treatment  of 
cancer  are  surgery  and  treatment  by  x-rays  and  radium. 
Modern  researches  along  these  lines  of  treatment  have  resulted 
in  saving  thousands  of  lives  every  year.  It  cannot  be  too 
earnestly  stressed  that  cancer  in  the  early  stages,  when  in 
accessible  sites,  is  curable. 

In  conclusion,  we  seem  to  be  at  the  threshold  of  an  era  when 
statistical  methods  are  going  to  prove  of  great  value  in  guiding 
our  measures  for  the  prevention  of  this  disease.  We  have  great 
hopes  that  the  combination  of  all  these  methods — prevention, 
early  diagnosis  and  early  treatment — will  enable  us  to  prevent 
the  disease  in  many  of  its  forms  and  to  cure  it  in  an  increasingly 
large  number  of  cases. 


50.  Cancer,  1937. 


Ages. 

Clydach. 

Pontar- 

dawe. 

Ystaly- 

fera. 

G.C.G. 

Total. 

20-40 

-60 

Over 

60 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

l F' 

Ovary 

1 

1 

1 

Nasal 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Tongue 

2 

1 

2 

... 

1 

3 

Parotid 

1 

1 

1 

Oesophagus 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Lungs 

4 

3 

1 

... 

... 

4 

Pancreas  . .J  ... 

i 

3 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Stomach  ..J  ... 

I 

5 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Liver  ... 

i 

2 | ... 

... 

1 

‘I- 

... 

2 

Colon  ...I  ... 

1 

5 I ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

5 

Rectum  ...'  ... 

1 

1 | ... 

1 

i 

Cervix  ..J  ... 

4 

2 

... 

2 

3 

... 

... 

1 

6 

Prostate  ...'  ... 

4 

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Breast 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . . 

3 

Larynx  ...'  ... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Jaw  ...'  ... 

i 

...  | l 

1 

...  | ... 

... 

... 

1 

Thyroid  ..J  ... 

...  | 1 

... 

1 

l 

Total  ...' 

1 1 

21  1 

26 

10  1 

6 I 

6 I 

11  1 

5 1 

2 

5 

3 

48 

30 


is  1.3. 


The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  .969  per  1,000. 
Tuberculosis  mortality  per  1,000  is  .7. 

Age  incidence  for  cancer — 20—40  


1 

21 

26 


40—60 
Over  60 


These  figures  show  that  as  the  age  increases,  so  does  the 
incidence  of  cancer.  The  most  common  site  for  cancer  is  the 
stomach. 

The  increase  of  Cancer  mortality  corresponds  with  the 
greater  proportion  in  the  population  of  persons  of  higher  age, 
and  the  wider  is  the  field  of  incidence  for  malignant  disease 
owing  to  its  special  tendency  to  attack  those  in  middle  age. 

Part  of  the  recorded  increase  is  due  to  advance  methods  in 
diagnosis  and  a better  understanding  of  the  symptomatology 
than  formerly. 

Thus  an  increase  in  the  crude  death  rate  is  the  penalty  we 
pay  for  the  lengthening  of  life. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTARDAWE. 


51.  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1937  : — 


Dilapidated  premises  repaired  50 

Choked  drains  attended  to  18 

Choked  conveniences  attended  to  15 

Overcrowded  cases  181 

Back  areas  paved  36 

Miscellaneous  29 

Certificates  issued  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935  (2)  968 


52.  Water  Samples  Taken. 

June  3rd  Graigola  Road,  Glais. 

September  20th  49,  Railway  Terrace,  Alltwen. 

September  20th  Glanrhyd  Tinplate  Works. 

November  4th  Pentwyn  Supply,  Godre’rgraig. 

November  2nd  Rhydygwyn  Supply,  Craigcefnparc. 

December  3rd  Rhydygwyn  Supply,  Craigcefnparc. 

53.  Milk  Supply  Samples  Taken. 

May  14th 7 samples. 

May  13th 1 sample. 

September  20th  7 samples. 

54.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Order. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  this  Act  is  as 


follows  : — 

Purveyors  17 

Producers  U7 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  frequently  examined  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

55.  Removal  of  Bedding  to  Disinfector. 

The  number  of  Fever  Cases  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  Gellynudd,  for  the  year  ended  31st  Dec. 
1937,  is  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  70 

Diphtheria  20 

90 

Compensation  paid  for  Destruction  of  Bedding,  etc.,  was  £4. 


56.  Scavenging . 

The  scavenging  in  the  area  is  done  by  contract  except  at 
Clydach,  Ystalyfera,  Pontardawe  and  Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen. 
Dumping  places  are  leased  by  the  Council. 

The  number  of  loads  of  refuse  and  sweepings  removed 
during  the  year  by  the  Council’s  lorries  was  : — 

Clydach  2,184 

Pontardawe  2,256 

Ystalyfera  2,382 

Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen  2,652 

57.  The  number  of  privy  pails  cleansed  during  the  year  is 
as  follows  : — 

Cilybebyll  10,244 

Cwmllynfell  17,056 

Rhydyfro  6,240 

Rhiwfawr  5,512 

Ynisymond  3,276 

Mawr  624 

Clydach  312 

Pail  System  in  Districts. 

Cilybebyll  150 

Cwmllynfell  270 

Rhydyfro  92 

Rhiwfawr  96 

Clydach  0 

Ynisymond  63 

Craigcefnparc  10 

58.  Drainage  of  Houses. 

Conversion  from  Conservancy  system  to  water  carriage 

system  ^ 

Cesspools  overflowing  and  cleansed 17 

Preliminary  Notices  issued  

Certificates  granted  under  the  Rent  Restriction  Act  1 

Dirty  condition  of  premises  6 

Pans  renewed  

Connections  from  premises  to  sewer  ® 

Verbal  Notices  - 
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bl>.  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

Numerous  inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  were 
made  during  the  year  and  all  complaints  received  attention. 
The  number  registered  under  the  Act  of  1901  is  as  follows  : — 

Dressmaking  12 

Tailoring  ’ 10 

Millinery  2 

Stone-dressing  3 

Bootmaking  8 

Saddlery  Nil 

Wheelwright  and  Shoeing  5 

Motor  Engineering  and  Cycle  Re- 
pairing   9 

Gas  Makers 2 

Steel  Works  1 

Nickel  Works  1 

Sheet  Mills  2 

Brickmaking  3 

Saw  Mills  1 

Watchmakers  2 

Joinery  10 

Wagon  Repairing  1 

Bakehouses  8 

Hot  Water  System  1 

Fire-Clay  Works  1 

Tinplate  Works  8 

All  fairly  satisfactory. 

Complaints  made  by  Factory  Inspector  and  attended  to 5 


60.  Statutory  Notices  Issued. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  1 

Dangerous  Places  2 

61.  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 

Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen  and  Brynamman  3 

Cwmllynfell  ^ 

Ystalyfera,  Godre’rgraig,  Gurnos  and  Lower  Cwmwrtch 10 

Pontardawe,  Alltwen,  Ynisymond  and  Ynismudw  12 

Clydach  and  Trebanos  r. 
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The  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  1937  was  - 


Beasts  “ 715 

Calves  185 

Lambs  and  Sheep  8,536 

Pigs  756 


62.  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A number  of  articles  of  food  were  destroyed  on  voluntary 
surrender  ; ] beast  and  2 pigs  due  to  general  tuberculosis  ; 
also  a quantity  of  Livers  were  destroyed  due  to  parasitic 
disease. 

Tuberculosis— Meat  Marketing  Scheme  not  in  force. 
Adulteration  of  Food — Samples  taken  by  Police. 

A.  E.  EDMUNDS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


63.  Vaccination — 207  during  year,  or  48%  of  Total  Births. 

64.  Immunisation — Nil. 

65.  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  T.B.)  during  the  year  1937. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis),  1937. 


Disease. 

Pon- 

tar- 

(lawe. 

Cly- 

dach. 

Ystal- 

yfera. 

G.C.G. 

Total. 

Admit- 
ted to 
Hos- 
pital. 

Deaths. 

Measles 

2 

34 

102 

29 

107 

... 

... 

Diphtheria 

4 

9 

4 

4 

21 

20 

... 

Pneumonia  . . . 

1 

... 

18 

1 

20 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

32 

33 

21 

3 

89 

70 

... 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

... 

. . _ 

... 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

5 

... 

8 

! ... 

... 

Pemphigus 

Neonatorum 

. . . 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

... 

i 

2 

... 

Totals 

oc 

155 

37 

313 

90 

... 

66.  Classified  According  to  Ages. 


Age. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Pneumonia. 

°-X  

7 

••• 

... 

1—  2 

11 

1 

... 

2—3  

17 

1 

2 

1 

3—4  

22 

5 

2 

1 

4 — 5 

32 

15 

1 

1 

5—10  

73 

38 

9 

2 

10—15  

3 

. 

18 

2 

1 

15—20  

■ 

10 

3 

1 

20—35  

1 

1 

1 

3 

35—65  

1 

9 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals  ... 

167 

89 

21 

20 

67.  SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  again  been  prevalent. 

This  epidemic  is  of  a very  mild  character  and  I am  certain 
that  owing  to  its  mildness,  there  have  been  several  missed 
cases.  It  is  due  to  these  missed  cases  that  the  epidemic  per- 
sists. There  have  been  no  fatal  cases,  or  any  with  serious  after 
results. 

A report  issued  by  the  Medical  Research  Council,  in  the 
statistical  study  of  the  behaviour  of  the  disease  in  the  last 
thirty  years,  states  that  the  incidence  of  the  disease  appears 
to  show  no  notable  reduction  as  the  result  of  hospital  isolation, 
or  indeed  any  other  method  of  public  control,  and  in  any  well 
ordered  public  health  system,  both  hospital  isolation  and  home 
treatment  must  play  a part.  The  death  rate  from  scarlet  fever 
in  this  country  has  nearly  reached  its  lowest  level. 

Overcrowding  is  not  an  universal  factor  in  the  spreads 
In  Birmingham  the  greatest  incidence  has  fallen  on  the  better 
class  artisans,  while  in  Glasgow,  as  overcrowding  increases,  the 
attack  rate  tends  to  decrease. 

Seasonal  incidence  is  now  more  concentrated  in  late 
•autumn  and  winter. 
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Return  Cases  ” are  defined  as  “ Cases  ” occurring  in  the 
same  house  or  elsewhere  and  apparently  traceable  to  the  person 
released  within  a period  of  not  less  than  twenty-four  hours,  or 
more  than  twenty-eight  days  after  his  return  or  release  from 
isolation. 

Such  cases  are  more  common  in  scarlet  fever  than  in  any 
other  infectious  disease.  Discharge  from  ear  and  nose  has. 
been  found  in  many  of  the  infecting  cases. 

As  can  be  seen,  the  distribution  is  fairly  even  if  considera- 
tion of  the  population  is  taken  into  account,  and  thus  there 
can  be  no  common  cause  of  infection  such  as  by  milk  or  water. 

From  January  1st,  the  number  of  cases  were  about  eight 
a week,  then  there  was  a decrease  in  the  week  22nd-29th,  no 
new  cases.  The  next  week  shows  an  increase  ; this  is  due 
to  re-infection  by  Return  Cases. 

68.  MEASLES. 

Epidemics  occur  usually  every  two  years,  but  occasionally 
every  three,  and  last  as  a rule  only  for  a few  months.  These 
waves  may  be  due  to  accumulation  of  susceptible  persons  with 
special  opportunities  for  infection  in  schools.  The  mortality 
is  greatest  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  life  and  diminishes 
markedly  after  five  years.  Both  sexes  are  equally  affected. 
The  fatal  results  are  usually  attributable  to  broncho-pneumonia 
or  other  preliminary  complications.  Infection  is  spread  mainly 
during  the  early  catarrabal  stage,  when  diagnosis  is  uncertain. 
As  a rule,  in  epidemics  the  case  mortality  falls  between  14  and 
4 per  cent. 

69.  DIPHTHERIA. 

This  is  a disease  of  mainly  temperate  climates.  In 
England  and  Wales  it  has  of  late  years  become  chiefly  an 
urban  disease,  though  in  1853-80  its  recorded  mortality  was 
greatest  in  the  less  populated  areas.  After  13  years  the 
mortality  declines.  This  incidence  at  school  age  was  first 
noticed  when  the  Elementary  Education  Act  came  into  force 
in  1871.  During  school  holidays  the  prevalence  is  less.  The 
case  mortality  was  3.8  per  cent  of  all  cases  of  clinical  diphtheria. 
In  pre-antitoxin  days  it  amounted  to  30  per  cent.  The  earlier 
antitoxin  is  given  in  the  disease  the  less  likely  is  diphtheria 
to  prove  fatal. 

It  is  intended  to  offer  immunisation  to  all  children 
attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GWYNNE  MORGAN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ARCHITECT’S  REPORT. 


Progress  up  to  31st  December,  1937. 


The  position  reached  in  the  Housing  Campaign  by  the 
31st  December,  1937,  is  enumerated  below.  In  all,  901  houses 
have  been  completed  and  these  are  distributed  as  shewn  in 
the  accompanying  statement  : — 


Site. 

1890 

1919 

1 

1924 

1925 

1930 

Total 

Craigeefnparc 

10 

10 

Clydach — Tanyrallt 

. . • 

26 

24 

50 

„ Tygwyn  

. , . 

... 

92 

92 

„ Tanycoed 

31 

31 

Trebanos 

22 

24 

46 

Alltacham 

14 

68 

39 

121 

Alltwen  ... 

12 

30 

42 

Ynisymond 

14 

14 

Rhos 

14 

14 

Ynismeudw 

Maesycoed 

16 

12 

20 

... 

12 

36 

Hodgson’s  Road 
Ystalyfera 

28 

50 

36 

72 

58 

36 

208 

Rhiwfawr 

Cwmllynfell 

... 

6 

14 

20 

... 

14 

26 

12 

12 

28 

37 

40 

20 

Gamswllt 

Cwmgorse 

8 

12 

4 

Pontygroes 
Crescent  Road  ... 
Colbren  Square  ... 

16 

37 

24 

22 

6 

Derwy dd  Avenue 

20 

... 

TOTAL  

28 

170 

547  j 

22 

134 

901 

PROGRESS  UNDER  THE  1930  ACT. 

I he  total  output  of  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year  was  53,  of  which  31  were  utilised  for  re-housing 
amdies  from  slums,  and  the  remainder  for  general  needs.  As 
the  31  houses  referred,  to  merely  replace  old  ones  condemned 

is  vervSfHfl°r  demolltl°5  the  real  increase  in  accommodation 
is  very  trifling  compared  with  the  housing  need. 

i he  number  of  persons  re-housed  from  slums  was  74. 
of  erection  h-S“g  S'Um  dwellers'  31  other  houses  are  in  course 

1 1 at  Graigtwrch . 

20  at  Cwmllynfell. 

fim  B°ph  l he‘Se  :sehemes  arc  carried  out  by  Direct  Administra- 

OBeration°SSto1S  Sf18fact°F  but  at  OmJlynfell  building 
pc  at  ion  had  to  wait  upon  demolition  of  the  four  dilapidated 
cottages  existing  on  the  site.  piciatea 
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1935  ACT. 


* 


Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

The  Housing  Act  of  1935  defined  overcrowding,  and  under 
its  provisions  the  Council  carried  out  a careful  survey  with  the 
object  of  ascertaining  its  extent.  A vast  amount  of  informa- 
tion was  obtained  as  a result  of  this  survey,  but  the  vital  facts 
disclosed  were  that  181  families  were  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions,  which  represented  2.085  per  cent  of  the  families  in 
the  whole  district. 

As  a preliminary  to  the  administration  of  the  anti-over- 
crowding section  of  the  Act,  July  1st,  1937,  was  fixed  as  the 
“ Appointed  Day  ” for  the  area. 

As  yet  very  little  progress  has  been  made  towards  the 
abatement  of  the  overcrowding  disclosed  by  the  survey.  So 
far  only  11  houses  at  Cwmllynfell  and  4 at  Graigtwrch  have 
been  allocated  for  this  purpose,  and  as  the  Council  has  been 
so  pre-occupied  with  slum  clearance,  the  consent  of  the  Minister 
of  Health  has  been  sought  to  utilise  these  13  houses  for  re- 
housing families  from  slums. 

There  is  no  information  available  to  show  how  many  of 
the  181  overcrowded  families  discovered  by  the  1935-6  survey 
have  ceased  to  be  overcrowded  nor  how  many  dwellings  have 
become  overcrowded  since  the  survey. 

In  the  light  of  the  information  collected  it  is  estimated 
that  over  100  additional  houses  are  recpiired  to  relieve  the  most 
severe  cases  of  overcrowding. 

The  following  statement  shews  the  localities  in  which  the 
new  houses  are  required,  the  character  of  the  accommodation 
desired,  and  also  the  estimated  all-in  cost  of  the  houses  : — 

1925  ACT. 


Houses  Built  Without  State  or  Rate  Aid. 

All  the  houses  built  under  the  1930  and  1935  Act  are 
earmarked  for  the  re-housing  of  the  families  dis-housed  under 
the  operation  of  the  anti-slum  and  anti-overcrowding  cam- 
paigns, and  are  subsidised.  The  22  houses  built  under  the 
1925  Act  at  Pontygroes,  Gwauncaegurwen,  and  the  12  houses 
at  Tygwyn,  Clydach,  are  additional  houses  for  letting  to  persons 
other  than  those  living  under  slum  or  overcrowded  conditions. 
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.Besides  adding  to  the  general  pool  of  housing  accommodation 
they  are  of  great  service  in  the  solution  of  the  housing  problem 
insomuch  that  the  houses  vacated  by  the  tenants  who  take 
them  are  occasionally  available  for  certain  slum  dwellers  and 
others  who  are  in  a position  to  pay  an  economic  rent.  When 
the  number  of  new  houses  thus  provided  is  greater  than  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  new  families  there  is  then  real  progress. 


Working  Class  Houses  Built  by  Private  Enterprise. 

Unsubsidised  Private  Enterprise  has  supplied  63  houses 
during  the  year.  In  the  post-war  period  this  constitutes  a 
recorcl  in  house  production  by  private  enterprise,  1935  being 
the  second  best  by  62  houses. 


There  is,  at  Clydach,  considerable  scope  for  private 
builders  to  provide  houses  for  the  better-paid  workers  who  are 
in  regular  employment. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  below,  489  new  houses  have 
been  built  since  the  Armistice  by  subsidised  and  unsubsidised 
private  enterprise  : — 


Year. 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 
1920 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1 930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1 935 
1930 
1937 


No.  of  Houses  built. 
11 

<..  17 

33 
30 
23 

13 
21 
15 
11 
12 
21 

14 
14 
12 
22 

. . 45 

. . 02 

44 
03 


TOTAL 


489 


Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act. 

Wherever  practicable,  owners  are  encouraged  to  repair 
and  recondition  dilapidated  country  cottages.  It  is  obvious 
that  in  the  interest  of  all  concerned  the  rural  worker  should 
remain  on  the  land,  and  with  assistance  under  this  Act  the 
Council  have  helped  owners  to  reconstruct  and  improve 
dwellings  so  that  they  may  be  tenanted  by  agricultural  workers, 
or  persons  in  substantially  the  same  economic  position  as 
agricultural  workers.  During  the  year  grants  of  £100  each 
have  been  paid  or  promised  in  respect  of  six  houses. 

Conclusion. 

The  prospect  of  Housing  in  Pontardawe  is  not  free  from 
anxiety.  It  is  clouded  by  rising  costs  and  unemployment. 
The  Rent  Restriction  Committee  did  propose  that  rent  control 
and  protection  of  the  poorer  tenants  from  dispossession  should 
be  continued  for  some  years  longer,  but  the  Government  has 
declined  to  accept  the  Rent  Restriction  Committee’s  proposals 
as  to  decontrol  after  1942.  For  this  reason  ever}-  effort  should 
be  made  to  build  new  houses  for  all  overcrowded  families, 
otherwise  the  real  Housing  problem  will,  in  a few  years’  time, 
be  far  more  acute  than  it  is  to-day. 


E.  D.  JONES, 

Architect. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 
HOUSING  PROGRAMME. 


Housing  Act,  1935.  Housing  Programme — continued. 
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ENGINEER’S  REPORT. 


The  following  are  the  Works  executed  during  1937,  Works 

in  hand,  and  prospective  Works. 

PARISH  OF  CILYBEBYLL. 

Works  Executed. 

Building  Storage  Reservoir  at  Bryn  Llewelyn,  Alltwen. 

222  yards  of  6-inch  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes  from  New  Storage 
Reservoir  at  Bryn  Llewelyn  to  Main  Road. 

2810  yards  of  5-inch  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes  from  New  Storage 
Reservoir  at  Bryn  Llewelyn  to  connect  to  Marchowell, 
Pentreharne  and  Ffynnon  Grach  Supplies. 

1,470  yards  of  4-inch  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes  from  Hendrelas  to 
junction  of  Pentreharne  and  Ffynnon  Grach. 

647  yards  of  3-inch  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes  from  4-inch  Main  to 
Pentreharne  and  Ffynnon  Grach  and  High  Street,  Alltwen. 

Fixing  Main  Supply  Water  Meters  at  Hendrelas  and  Bryn 
Llewelyn. 

Fixing  Break  Pressure  Valve  at  the  Triangle,  Alltwen. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

157  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  from  Tramroadside  to  Gellynudd  Hospital. 

30  yards  Extension  of  Watermains  at  Penygraig  Road,  Alltwen. 

40  yards  Extension  of  Watermains  at  Factory  Road,  Gellynudd. 

Resurfacing  road  to  Gellynudd  Hospital  with  Tarmacadam. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Alltwen,  Gellynudd  and 
Rhos. 


Works  in  hand. 

153  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  from  Bryn  Sion,  Graig  Road  to  junction 
of  Neath  Road,  Gellynudd. 


Prospective  Works. 

Enlarging  Storage  Tank  at  Tynyrheol,  Cilybebyll. 

Fixing  Main  Supply  Meter  near  Railway  Station. 

180  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  at  Dyffryn  Road,  Alltwen. 


850  yards  of  3-inch  Asbestos  Mains  from  Hendrecradog  to 
Wigfa  Tank. 

425  yards  of  2-inch  Asbestos  Mains  from  4-inch  Main  to 
Pentreharne. 

1,160  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  4-inch  to  6-inch 
Cast  Iron  Watermains  from  Cross  Hands,  Alltwen,  to 
Bryn  Llewelyn. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Alltwen,  Gellynudd  and 
Rhos. 

Painting  Sewerage  Vent  Shafts. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Rhos. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Gellynudd. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

PARISH  OF  LLANGUICKE. 

Works  Executed. 

200  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Graigtwrch 
Housing  Site,  Lower  Cwmtwrch. 

157  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Penybryn  Housing 
Site,  Cwmllvnfell. 

172  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Geryrafon  Road, 
Gwauncaegurwen . 

24  yards  Relaying  6-inch  Stoneware  Sewer  at  Parry’s  Lane, 
Godre’rgraig. 

35  yards  of  15-inch  Stoneware  Pipes  at  Brynamman  Scavenging 
Tip. 

Resurfacing  roadway  leading  to  Brynamman  Scavenging  Tip. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Fixing  Fire  Hydrants  at  Ystalyfera,  Gwauncaegurwen,  Cwm- 
llynfell, and  Rhiwfawr. 

153  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  off  Bronywawr  Road, 
Pontardawe. 

66  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Jones  Street. 
Pontardawe . 

62  yards  of  1-inch  Watermains  at  Twyncerdinen,  Ystalyfera. 

43  yards  of  l -inch  Watermains  at  Pantygwanyd,  Ystalyfera. 
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Works  in  Hand. 

Building  Urinal  at  Herbert  Street,  Pontardawe. 

Fencing  around  Coedffaldau  Springs. 

Building  Stores  off  Upper  Colbren  Road,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Cwmllynfell  and  Cwmtwrch. 

Resurfacing  road  to  Post  Mortem  Room  at  Ystalyfera. 

Prospective  Works. 

300  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  of  Watermains  from  2-inch 
to  3-inch  from  Penstack  House  to  Quarry,  Brynamman. 

237  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  at  rear  of  Brick  Row,  Ystalyfera. 

117  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 
Iron  Watermains  from  Old  Wem  School  across  Canal 
Bridge  at  Ystalyfera  Tinplate  Works. 

650  yards  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from  Pont  Harry  to 
near  Ystalyfera  Tinplate  Works’  Offices. 

200  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  of  Watermains  from 
2-inch  to  3-inch  at  Clyngwyn  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

120  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  of  Watermains  from 
2-inch  to  3-inch  at  Penywern  Road,  Ystalyfera. 

117  yards  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Waunleyshon  for 
houses  below  Power  Station,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

1,721  yards  Pipe  Scraping  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from 
Clwyd  Gwilym  to  Penlan  Tank. 

6S4  yards  Pipe  Scraping  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from 
Penlan  Tank  to  Coedffaldau. 

Storage  lank  at  Bryn,  Black  Mountain,  Brynamman. 

Mechanical  Filter  at  Bryn,  Black  Mountain,  Brynamman. 

Enlargement  of  Pontardawe  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Rhydvfro. 

Urinal  at  Godre’rgraig. 

Urinal  at  Tai’rgwaith. 

Urinal  at  Ystalyfera. 

Additions  to  Urinal  near  Level  Crossing,  Gwauncaegurwen. 

fixing  Fire  Hydrants  at  Brynamman,  Gwauncaegurwen 
Cwmgorse,  Tai’rgwaith,  Cwmllynfell,  Rhiwfawr,  Ystalyfera 
Godre  rgraig,  Ynismeudw,  Pontardawe  and  Rhydyfro. 


PARISH  OF  RHYNDWYCLYDACH. 


ft" 


Works  Executed. 

1,592  yards  of  9-inch  Stoneware  Pipes  at  Coedgwilym  and  Capel 
Roads,  Clydaeh. 

79  yards  of  9-inch  Cast  Iron  Sewers  from  Capel  Road  to 
existing  manhole  near  Canal. 

365  yards  of  6-inch  Stoneware  Pipes  at  Pontardawe  and 
Coedgwilym  Roads. 

8-1  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Gwrachyllwynau, 
Trebanos. 

Filling  one  Filter  Bed  at  Clydaeh  Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Clydaeh,  Craigcefnparc  and 
Trebanos. 

60  yards  of  6-inch  Stoneware  Sewers  in  Penybank  Road, 
Clydaeh. 

45  yards  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Pipes  from  Rhydygwin  Tank  to 
Road. 

Works  in  Hand. 

Extensions  to  Clydaeh  Outfall  Works. 

153  yards  of  3-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  off  Pheasant  Bush 
Road,  Trebanos. 

39  yards  Renewal  and  Enlargement  from  2-inch  to  3-inch  Cast 

Iron  Watermains  from  Level  Crossing  to  Waverley  Street, 
Clydaeh. 

40  yards  Extension  of  Sewer  off  Forge  Road,  Clydaeh. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Clydaeh  and  Craigcefnparc. 

Fixing  additional  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Prospective  Works. 

200  yards  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  from  Clydaeh  Post 
Office  to  junction  with  Aberclydach  Place. 

Extending  fencing  at  Clydaeh  Refuse  Tip. 

14  yards  Diversion  of  4-inch  Cast  Iron  Watermains  at  Penybank. 

Building  Storage  Tank  at  Graigfelin. 

Painting  Sewer  Bridge  over  River  Tawe. 

Painting  Vent  Shafts  at  Clydaeh  and  Trebanos. 

Sewering  of  Craigcefnparc. 

Additional  Fire  Hydrants  for  Clydaeh,  Trebanos  and  Craig- 
cefnparc. 

Urinal  for  Swansea  Road,  Trebanos. 
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PARISH  OF  MAWR. 

Works  in  Hand. 

81  yards  of  2-inch  Asbestos  Cement  Pipes  from  near  Gerazim 
Chapel  to  Cwmcerdinen  Road. 

Fixing  Fire  Hydrants  at  Garnswllt  and  Craigcefnparc. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Prospective  Works. 

Extension  of  Sewers  at  Garnswllt  to  connect  to  Amman  Valley- 
Joint  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Velindre  and  Craigcefnparc. 

Urinal  for  Craigcefnparc. 

PARISH  OF  YNISYMOND. 

Works  in  Hand. 

Renewal  of  Water  Meter  at  Upper  Ynisymond. 

Renewals  of  Watermain  on  Llwyndu  Road,  Glais. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Lower  Ynisymond. 

Fixing  Water  Meters  for  private  consumers. 

Prospective  Works. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  Upper  and  Lower  Ynisymond. 

Fixing  additional  Fire  Hydrants  at  Upper  and  Lower  Ynisymond.. 

GENERAL. 

Works  in  Hand. 

Building  Tower  in  Council  Yard,  Pontardawe,  for  Fire  Brigade. 
Street  Numbering — Craigcefnparc,  Rhiwfawr,  Graigtwrch, 
Cwmllynfell  and  Trebanos. 

Forming  turnabout  at  Carmel  Cemetery,  Gwauncaegur wen . 

Prospective  Works. 

Resurfacing  carriageway  with  Tarmacadam  and  fixing  curbs  at 
Coedgwilym  Cemetery. 

Extending  fencing  at  Coedgwilym  Cemetery. 

B.  TSLWYN  PHILLIPS, 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PONTARDAWE. 
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RAINFALL  IN  1937. 
at  Wern  House,  Ystalyfera. 


Month 

Total  Depth 

Greatest  fall 

in  24  hours 

No.  of  days 
with  .01  or 
more  recorded 

Inches 

Date 

Inches 

January 

9.87 

13th 

1.97 

23 

February 

10.7(1 

3rd 

2.04 

20 

March  ... 

3.77 

12  th 

.81 

19 

April 

4.18 

20  th 

.83 

13 

May  

2.99 

23rd 

. /;> 

13 

June 

4.02 

14th 

1.25 

14 

July  

3.09 

23rd 

.63 

17 

August 

1.20 

10th 

.30 

8 

September 

4.48 

16th 

1.08 

20 

October 

3.54 

30th 

1.01 

11 

November 

4.53 

30  th 

1.67 

9 

December 

5.23 

13th 

1.18 

18 

Total 

58.32 

— 

191 

Rain  Gauge. 

Diameter  of  Funnel,  5 inches. 

Height  of  top — Above  ground,  1 foot,  6 inches. 

Above  sea  level,  240  feet. 


LILY  WILLIAMS. 


